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Beginnings 

These biennial design awards were launched in 2003 to encourage and highlight the best of 

contemporary architecture and the built environment within the City boundary. The aim of the 

Society was to stimulate interest, promote critical assessment and publicise the variety of 

buildings that make up the city scene. To generate interest in the awards, nominations were 

requested from the Society’s membership, architects, contractors and their clients, thus involving 

the widest possible participation. 

 

Conservation 

In 2008, noted local architect, Sir Bernard 

Feilden died and left a sum of money to the 

Society to establish a specific conservation 

award. Sir Bernard served in Mesopotamia 

during the second World War where he 

saw the sculptured reliefs of the Assyrian 

hunting lions. Similar lions adorn the 

entrance to City Hall. The Society agreed it 

would be appropriate to appoint a local 

sculptor, Do Phillips, to recreate these lions 

in a cast as a fitting tribute to Sir Bernard 

and his international work for 

conservation. The Society has been 

honoured that at every event since 2009 

Lady Feilden has presented this cherished award. 

 

Criteria 

The judging criteria for the nominated projects have remained the same throughout the years. 

Schemes must have been completed within the two proceeding years of the event. Judges look for 

originality of design and how well a project fits into its context and how it enhances its local 

environment, often a sensitive historic setting. Building scale, innovative use of materials, quality 

of workmanship and environmental impact are also key considerations. For buildings to be 

relevant to their community, they must be adaptable for present and future requirements. Sadly, 

Looses homewares store, which won the inaugural award in 2003  for the refurbishment of Orford 

Yard, Red Lion Street, has now ceased trading on that site. 

 

Working in partnership 

In 2019, the Norwich Society joined with the Norfolk Association of Architects, which had its own 

Norfolk-wide awards scheme, to create the Design and Craftmanship Awards. This combined 

scheme provided the opportunity to increase awareness of good contemporary design, and to 

encourage greater participation. The results of the DCA can be seen at 

https://designandcraftsmanshipawards.org.uk/ 

https://designandcraftsmanshipawards.org.uk/
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2005 Design Awards 
 
 
NB The award categories, and therefore the headings under which the winners are listed,  
have evolved over the years. 
  

Commended  

  

  
Labour-in-Vain Yard, Guildhall Hill 
 

The King's Centre, King Street 
 

  
Nether Conesford, 95 King Street Norwich Cathedral Refectory 
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2007 Design Awards 
 
  

Restoration and related new build  

  

  
Norwich Union Marble Hall Atrium 
 

Dragon Hall North Wing 
 

  
Norwich Market 
 

Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts gallery link, UEA 

New build  

  

  
Biomedical Research Centre, UEA Henderson Business Centre, Bowthorpe 
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St Andrews Car Park 
 

Chapelfield Housing 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Water Sports Centre,  
Whitlingham Great Broad 
 

Housing 

  

 
 Baltic Wharf, off Mountergate 
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2009 Design Awards 
 

  

Sir Bernard Feilden Conservation Architecture Award 
 

 Cinema City, St Andrews Street  
  

Restorations/Alterations  

  

  
Extension to Norwich University College of the Arts, Duke Street 

 

Non residential  

on-Residential  

  
INTO Teaching Wing, UEA Theatre Royal, Theatre Street 
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Residential: grouped  

  

  
 INTO Residential Wing, UEA 
  

Residential: single  

  

  
Albemarle Road 
 

Harvey Road 
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2011 Design Awards 
 

 

Sir Bernard Feilden Conservation Architecture Award 
  

  
 The Narthex, St John's Cathedral 

  

Regeneration & Conservation  

  

  
Media Centre, Norwich University College of the Arts, the Monastery 
 

Commercial  

  

  
Jarrolds / Barclays office block, Whitefriars  Marks & Spencer store, Rampant Horse Street 
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Community  

 
The Open Academy, Heartsease 
 

 

  
The Museum of Notwich at the Bridewell, Bridewell Alley 

  

Residential: grouped  

  

  
Scholar's Quarter Phase 1, Rosary Road 
 

Northumberland Street, off Dereham Road 
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Residential: single  

  

 
Garden Room, Heigham Grove 

  

Civic  

  

 
 
 
Gybson's Conduit, off Westwick Street 

 
  
  

  



11 
 

 

2013 Design Awards 
 

 
Sir Bernard Feilden Conservation Architecture Award 

 

Guildhall Clock Tower 

 

 

  

Commercial 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St James Dental Practice, 124 Barrack Street 
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Community  

 
 City Academy, Bluebell Road 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hammerton Court,  
Dementia Intensive Care Unit,  
Julian Hospital, Bowthorpe Road 

  
Residential: grouped  
  

  
Leicester Street NR1 Geoffrey Watling Way 
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Residential: single  

  

  
St.Rita, St Leonards Terrace Clarendon Road 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lodge, Bowthorpe Road 

  

Civic  

  

 
 Jarrold Bridge 
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2015 Design Awards 

 
  

Sir Bernard Feilden Conservation Architecture Award 

  

 

 
 

 
Britons Arms, Elm Hill 

  

Conservation  
  

 
 UEA Law School, Earlham Hall 
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Commercial Community 
  

  
White Company, 22-23 Gentleman's Walk Creative Arts Building, City College 
  

Residential: grouped Residential: single 
  

 

Stanley Avenue, Thorpe Hamlet  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westlegate Tower Development 
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2017 Design Awards 
 
  

Sir Bernard Feilden Conservation Architecture Award 
  

 
Norwich University of the Arts, Boardman House 

  

Conservation Civic 
  

  
St Mary House (at Assembly House) Rose-Lane Multi-Storey Car Park 
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Commercial Community 

  

  
Asda South Supermarket The Enterprise Centre, UEA 
  

Residential: Grouped Residential: single 
  

  
Norwich University of the Arts, Winnalls Yard  Extension, Willow Lane 
  
  

    

 

 

 

 


