
 
 

MEET THE CANDIDATES           The Norwich Society Annual General Meeting 2026 
 
Personal statements from candidates whom we currently know are standing for election at the 2025 AGM.  

 
 
 
 

STANDING FOR CHAIR  
Jon Boon – re-election for one year 
I have been privileged to chair the Norwich Society during the last 2 years, which included the Society’s centenary year. 
 

Climate change is a major existential threat to the City of Norwich; we are working both through our Committees and in 
collaboration with other environmental groups to highlight the challenges and promote opportunities for mitigating its 
impact. 
 

As a practising architect, I am also deeply involved with heritage, planning and design issues, and have chaired the Planning 
Appraisal Committee for the last 8 years. I also represent the Norwich Society on the steering group for the biennial Design 
and Craftsmanship Awards, in collaboration with RIBA Norfolk and NUA (Norwich University of the Arts 
 

 
STANDING FOR VICE-CHAIR and HONORARY SECRETARY 
David Taylor, re-election. 
I came from Canada to the UEA for a post graduate degree over 40 years ago and like so many students made a home in 
Norwich. I worked in Norwich City centre for over 38 years and retired several years ago from my role as Partnership 
Secretary at Cozens-Hardy LLP.  Norwich has a unique character which includes both its historic roots and modern 
developments. I joined the Norwich Society to help advocate for the protection and improvement of Norwich City centre.  I 
am particularly interested in how we commute into Norwich for work and how we move within the city centre while 
enhancing its environment.  I have been involved with the Strategic Planning and Transport Committee for ten years, a 
member of the Executive Committee for eight years, and Hon. Secretary for the last five years. 
 

 

STANDING FOR HONORARY TREASURER 
Ben Wade, election 
I am a 26 year old chartered accountant and assistant manager at Larking Gowen LLP, where I have spent the past seven 
years building my career. Born in the old Norwich hospital, I have always felt rooted in Norfolk, especially through my love of 
football and lifelong support for Norwich City. When I am not working, you will usually find me playing squash, running, 
heading off on walking holidays, or exploring new places, most recently Iceland, with Canada lined up for a two week 
adventure in June 2026. My favourite Norwich building is The Barking Dickey, one of the city’s few remaining thatched 
structures and once known as the Light Dragoon.   
 

 
STANDING AS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS   (Up to 8 positions available) 
 

John Howkins, re-election. 
I was elected as a Trustee in 2021 and am a member of the Strategy Planning and Transport Committee. I am committed to 
strengthening the Society as the leading voice for the city’s built environment, its historical fabric, its beauty and its day-to-
day liveability. This requires raising awareness of and protecting the existing environment and ensuring all future 
developments enhance the city rather than detract from it. I believe the Society’s work on Weston Homes’ proposed 
development for Anglia Square greatly improved the outcome. Norwich needs the new Anglia Square to uphold rather than 
detract from the city’s cultural, social and economic life. 
 

I have an AA (Diploma) in Urban Planning and an MA at the Architectural Association School of Architecture. I have lived near 
Wymondham for 40 years in an Elizabethan house. I am life member of SPAB. I was a trustee of the Norfolk & Norwich 
Festival for seven years, 2012-19, and was a governor of Ormiston Victory Academy in Costessey. I am the author of ‘The 
Creative Economy’, ‘Creative Ecologies’ and ‘Invisible Work’. I have been a board member of several companies and CIOs and 
have experience of strategy, fund-raising and marketing.  I want to continue to strengthen the Society as the champion of 
Norwich’s urban environment now and in the future.  
 
 

Alan Theobald, re-election. 
I serve as Chair of the Civic Environment Committee, where I contribute to the identification and development of matters 
relating to the character and quality of the public realm. I am currently leading a survey focused on river walks and alleyways, 
with the aim of assessing their condition, accessibility, and contribution to the urban environment. 
 

I hold a Bachelor of Arts degree and a Certificate in Education in Adult Education and Training. In addition, I have delivered 
professional training in policing techniques, working with detectives in both the Caribbean and the Middle East. 
 

I have a longstanding interest in the history of Norwich and am committed to researching and promoting a deeper 
understanding of its heritage. I am particularly concerned with the preservation of the city’s historic assets, while also 
recognising and supporting contemporary developments that enhance its character. My current research interests include 
Norwich Union, modern street art, travelling fairs, and the Gurney family, each of which contributes to a broader 
appreciation of Norwich’s historical and cultural development. 



 
Michael Jordan, re-election. 
I am again standing for re-election to the Executive Committee, having served on it since June 2020. I am currently the Chairman 
of the Society’s Strategic Planning and Transport Committee and also a member of the Planning Appraisal Committee. 
  
After a career working in town planning and environmental services, I was drawn in retirement to Norwich in 2013 to enjoy its 
rich architectural and cultural heritage and the stimulation and vibrancy you find in a university city.  
  
As I have said previously, I am interested in helping to protect all that is wonderful about this fine city, but also in encouraging 
the sorts of new initiatives that will further enhance Norwich and enable it to recover from the shocks of the last few years. I 
hope that my experience of working within planning authorities will help the Society to be influential in the challenging times 
ahead. 

 
Brian Horner, election – co-opted in Summer 2025 
Like many of my generation I came to Norwich in the late ‘70s not knowing much about the city and expecting to stay 
perhaps 3-4 years. 40plus years later Norwich is no longer the “graveyard of ambition” that it used to be described as, and I 
hope that in my own small way I’ve helped to dispel that. 
 

Whilst not a planner I can bring a range of other skills to the Society and an appreciation of the richness and diversity of the 
communities which make up our city having worked in both local government and the charity sectors throughout my career 
as well as having a professional qualification in community work and an M.A. in Social Policy and Administration. 
 

Starting as Team Leader in the Community Development section for the City Council in 1978 I eventually became a member 
of the senior management team as Head of Social Policy. Wanting a new challenge, I moved into the voluntary sector 
working for 2 different national charities in London before returning as Chief Executive of Voluntary Norfolk; one of largest 
charities of its kind in the country. Whilst in post I created its own trading company Charity BackRoom which has now 
become a significant provider of support services to the voluntary sector. 
 

Since retiring I have been active with a number of local charities and am currently a trustee and treasurer of Norfolk Archives 
and Heritage Development Foundation. Whilst previously I was a trustee of the Norfolk Museums Development Foundation 
during the period of the rebirth of Norwich Castle. 
 

The Society has a unique role to play both in celebrating Norwich’s history through its talks and publications and in 
contributing views and perspectives to promote and sustain the city. Having been enthused by the work of the Society at the 
exhibition at the Forum I hope that I can contribute to its work in the future. 

 
Simeon Jackson, election 
I work as an architectural designer in Norwich, and have a passion for historic buildings, which I see as being the life-blood of 
the city's character and personality.  The forms of development set out in each of Norwich's historical periods, from the 
middle ages onwards, have gone on to create the unique character of today's city. 
 

I also have experience from my term as a Green Party city councillor for Mancroft Ward from May 2013 to May 2018. I was a 
member of the city's planning committee and sustainable development panel during that period, and therefore know how 
the city council makes planning decisions. 
 

I have long been a member of the Norwich Society, and in recent years have been chairing the society's Building 
Conservation Committee.  I have previously been a trustee and executive member, and been a member of the Planning 
Appraisals Committee. I have drawn on my knowledge of planning and local politics gained during my time as a councillor, as 
well as my architectural knowledge from my architectural engineering degree and my employment, to further the aims of the 
Society.  
 

In particular, my understanding of both the planning system and Norwich's political context has made me an effective 
campaigner on the Norwich Society’s behalf.  For example, at the meetings of the Norwich Heritage at Risk Group meetings, 
which I sit on as the Norwich Society's representative, I have been able to suggest alternative planning approaches that could 
be taken to tackle irresponsible historic building owners.  I also took part in the society's work at the Anglia Square Planning 
Inquiry.  
 

 As well as my involvement directly in planning issues, I was involved in strategy work when I was an executive member 
previously, and will always look to improve our policies and procedures.  
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